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Listing of the Claims: 

1 . (currently amended) An electret nonwoven web comprising 

a. a continuous fiber nonwoven web; 

b. a binder composition comprising thermosetting resin ; 

wherein the binder composition is applied to the continuous fiber nonwoven web, the 
binder composition is cured to form a nonwoven web/binder composite, the composite is 
electret charged. 

2. (original) The electret nonwoven web of claim 1, wherein the continuous fiber 
nonwoven web comprises a spunbond fiber nonwoven web. 

3. (original) The electret nonwoven web of claim 2, wherein the nonwoven web comprises 
monocomponent fibers, multicomponent fibers and/or multiconstituent fibers. 

4. (original) The electret nonwoven web of claim 3, wherein the nonwoven web comprises 
multicomponent fibers. 

5. (original) The electret nonwoven web of claim 4, wherein the multicomponent fibers 
comprise polypropylene as a first component and a polyethylene as a second component. 

6. (original) The electret nonwoven web of claim 1 , wherein the binder composition is 
impregnated into the nonwoven web. 

7. (original) The electret nonwoven web of claim 6, wherein the binder composition 
comprises an acrylic resin. 

8. (original) The electret nonwoven web of claim 6, wherein the binder add-on is between 
10% and 70% based on the weight of the binder and nonwoven web. 

9. (original) The electret nonwoven web of claim 8, wherein the binder add-on is between 
25 to 60% by weight. 
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10. (original) The electret nonwoven web of claim 4, wherein the binder composition is 
impregnated into interstitial spaces or void space of the nonwoven web, and the binder 
add-on is in the range of 25% to 60% by weight based on the weight of the binder and 
nonwoven web. 

1 1 . (original) The electret nonwoven web of claim 1 , wherein the binder composition 
comprises a resin which reinforces the nonwoven web. 

12. (currently amended) A filter material having a self-supporting pleat comprising an 
electret nonwoven web wherein the electret nonwoven web comprises 

a. a continuous fiber nonwoven web; 

b. a binder composition comprising thermosetting resin : 

wherein the binder composition is applied to the continuous fiber nonwoven web, the 
binder composition is cured to form a nonwoven web/binder composite, the composite is 
electret charged and pleated. 

1 3. (original) The filter material of claim 12, wherein the continuous fiber nonwoven web 
comprises a spunbond fiber nonwoven web. 

14. (original) The filter material of claim 13, wherein the nonwoven web comprises 
monocomponent fibers, multicomponent fibers and/or multiconstituent fibers. 

15. (original) The filter material of claim 14, wherein the nonwoven web comprises 
multicomponent fibers. 

16. (original) The filter material of claim 15, wherein the multicomponent fibers comprise 
polypropylene as a first component and a polyethylene as a second component 

17. (original) The filter material of claim 12, wherein the binder composition is 
impregnated into the nonwoven web. 

1 8. (original) The filter material of claim 17, wherein the binder composition comprises an 
acrylic resin. 
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19. (original) The filter material of claim 17, wherein the resin add-on is between 10% and 
70% based on the weight of the binder and nonwoven web. 

20. (original) The filter material of claim 19, wherein the binder composition add-on is 
between 25 to 60% by weight. 

21 . (original) The filter material of claim 1 5, wherein the binder composition is 
impregnated into interstitial spaces or void space of the nonwoven web, and the binder 
add-on is in the range of 25% to 60% by weight, based on the weight of the binder and 
nonwoven web. 

22. (original) The filter material of claim 12, wherein the binder composition comprises a 
resin which reinforces the nonwoven web. 

23. (currently amended) The filter material of claim 12, wherein the composite exhibits a 
yield stress at strains of less than 10% in bending mode such that the bent or folded 
composite e xhib i t exhibits little or no plastic recovery. 

24. (withdrawn) A process of forming an electret charged nonwoven web comprising 

a. providing a nonwoven web of continuous fibers; 

b. applying a binder composition to the nonwoven web; 

c. curing the binder composition to form a nonwoven/binder composite material; 

d. electret charging the composite. 

25. (withdrawn) The process of claim 24, wherein the binder composition is impregnated 
into the nonwoven web. 



PAGE 7/12 * RCVD AT 316/2006 3:49:12 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVRiUSPTO^E FXRF-2/2 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:7705877324 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-04 



MAR 06 2006 15:52 Fr" KIMBERLY-CLARK 



7705877324 TO 915712738300 P . 08 



Appl. NO. 10/748,611 

Reply dated March 6, 2006 

Reply to Office Action of October 6, 2005 

26. (withdrawn) A process of forming a filter material with a self-supporting pleat from a 
nonwoven comprising 

a. providing a nonwoven web of continuous fibers; 

b. applying a binder composition to the nonwoven web; 

c. curing the binder composition to form a nonwoven/binder composite; 

d. electret charging the composite to form an electret charged composite; and 

e. pleating the electret charged composite. 

27. (withdrawn) The process of claim 26, wherein the binder composition is impregnated 
into the nonwoven web. 
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